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H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC Group visited India 

to participate in Petrotech 2019 held from 10 to 12
th
 February 2019 in Delhi NCR. The 13

th
 edition of Petrotech 2019, the 

international oil and gas conference and exhibition, was inaugurated by Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India 

in the august gathering of Ministers and delegates from around 60 participating countries. 

The event was attended by Shri Yogi Aditya Nath, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh; Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon’ble 

Minister of Petroleum & Natural Gas and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, GoI; H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE 

Ambassador to India; along with several other senior officials and business leaders. 

In his inaugural address, PM Modi underlined the importance of energy as a key driver of socio-economic growth. PM said 

that last five years have seen major reforms in India’s oil and gas sector. “India today has the fourth largest refining capacity 

in the world. This will further grow by about 200 million metric tons by 2030”, he added. 

 

He further added that currently, India is the fastest growing large economy in the world and could be the second largest global 

economy by 2030 and also the third largest energy consumer in the world. With energy demand expected to more than 

double by 2040 and India remains attractive market for energy companies, he added. 

 

He noted that India is making rapid strides towards a gas based economy. Over sixteen thousand kilometres of gas pipeline 

has been constructed and an additional eleven thousand kilometers is under construction. The tenth bid round for City Gas 

Distribution cover over four hundred districts and extend coverage of City Gas Distribution to seventy percent of our 

population”, he added. 

 

Reminding the global community to join hands in tackling the challenge of climate change, he said targets we set for ourselves 

at COP-21 in Paris can be achieved. In this context, he mentioned that India has made rapid strides in meeting its commitments. 

Visit of H.E. Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member & Minister of State and  

Chief Executive Officer, ADNOC Group to India 
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During the Petrotech energy conference, H.E. Dr. Sultan Ahmad Al Jaber was felicitated with the "International Lifetime 

Achievement Award" by Shri Narendra Modi for his unique contribution towards shaping the world’s energy structure with 

his intellectual leadership, insight clear vision and practical guidance. The International Lifetime Achievement Award is reserved 

for exemplary work in the oil and gas industry at the global level.  

 

While receiving the award, Dr. Al Jaber said, "I am honoured and humbled to accept an award that recognises ADNOC’s 

evolution, under the wise guidance of the UAE’s leadership, as an oil and gas company of the future that is responding to the 

expanding energy needs of the growth markets of Asia and, notably, India. Following the UAE Leadership’s direction, ADNOC 

has built on the close bonds of friendship between the UAE and India to strengthen our strategic energy partnership”. 

 

Dr. Jaber shared, "In this new energy era, ADNOC is adopting more creative strategies and more flexible business models to 

capture growth, maximize efficiency and create greater value from every barrel of oil produced. There is a real need for the 

oil and gas industry to modernise, in order to ensure the world’s growing energy needs are met in the 4
th
 Industrial Age”. 

 

He further added that "At the same time, we are pushing the boundaries of partnership to bring technology, expertise and 

financial acumen, aimed at maximising the value of our resources, as we take advantage of the rising global demand for crude, 

refined and petrochemical products."  

 

In his address, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said, "Recognising the dramatic shift in energy demand among the rising economies 

of Asia and, in particular, India, Dr. Sultan Al Jaber has reshaped the buyer-seller relationship into one based on true strategic 

partnership. As a result, Dr. Sultan has made a valuable contribution to regional and global energy security, while redefining 

the traditional NOC business model to adapt to a fast-evolving energy landscape. In short, Dr. Sultan has proven himself a 

true industry pioneer, who is ensuring the oil and gas industry remains relevant, agile and responsive to the needs of the 

future." 

 

While interacting with reporters on the sidelines of Petrotech 2019, Dr. Al Jaber acknowledged the close, mutually beneficial, 

strategic and economic relationship between the UAE and India. He mentioned that ADNOC is the only foreign oil and gas 

company, so far, to invest by way of crude oil in India’s strategic petroleum reserves programme. It is also a stakeholder, along 

with Saudi Aramco, and a consortium of Indian state-run companies, in one of India’s largest refinery and petrochemicals 

projects, to be constructed at Ratnagiri in Maharashtra. In addition, in February 2018, for the first time, an Indian consortium 

of three companies, comprising ONGC Videsh, Indian Oil Company and Bharat PetroResources Ltd., was awarded a 10% 

participating interest in Abu Dhabi’s offshore Lower Zakum concession. 

 

He shared that the UAE is keen on making more investments in India, both in refining and petrochemical projects, as well as 

stocking more crude in storage projects. “India is very high on our strategic agenda and expanding our strategic reserve in 

India will be an item on the agenda to be discussed with our friends and counterparts in India", he added. 

 

“We are looking at the expanding investment portfolio in downstream sectors, especially in oil refining and petrochemicals. 

We are only looking at strategic partnerships given that we can also bring our own crude. India is not only an important 

market for us, India is a very strategic partner. We will continue to always look for ways to enhance our avenues of 

cooperation," Dr. Al Jaber said. 
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A high level delegation led by Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala had visited UAE from 13 to 16
th
 February 

2019 to attract investments in the State. Hon’ble Minister was accompanied by Mr Tom Jose, Chief Secretary of Kerala; Dr. 

Kamala Kannan Ellangovan, Principal Secretary (Industries), and other senior officials from the State Government. 

 

H.H. Sheikh Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Presidential Affairs, UAE received Shri 

Pinarayi Vijayan and his accompanying delegation. During the meeting, both the leaders discussed bilateral relations between 

the UAE and Kerala in the economic, development, investment and cultural fields and the means of strengthening them. They 

also exchanged points of view for many regional and international issues of common interest.  

The meeting was also attended by H.E. Sheikh Sultan bin Hamdan Al Nahyan, Adviser to the UAE President along with senior 

officials from both the sides. 

During the visit, Hon’ble Chief Minister had also met H.H. Sheikh Hamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Managing Director, Abu 

Dhabi Investment Authority (ADIA) and Chairman of the Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Court. In the meeting, Kerala CM shared 

details relating to the vast opportunities that Kerala can offer for mutual growth, especially in the infrastructure sector. He 

presented specific investment projects including an Aerospace Park near Kannur Airport, Petrochemical Park, Food 

Procurement Park, Spices Park, Defence Park and a Life Sciences Park for ADIA's consideration. He also extended an invite to 

H.H. Sheikh Hamed to visit Kerala. 

In his another meeting with H.E. Dr. Sultan Bin Ahmad Al Jaber, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State and CEO, ADNOC 

Group, Shri Pinarayi Vijayan invited ADNOC to invest in a proposed 380-acre petrochemical complex in Kochi in Kerala. 

Elaborating on the outcome of his meeting with Dr. Sultan bin Ahmad Sultan Al Jaber, the Kerala CM shared that a Task Force 

will be set up to look into the investment projects in the State. 

Shri Vijayan was accompanied by H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; Mr Yusuff Ali, Chairman and 

Managing Director, Lulu Group International, and his delegation members for the meeting. 

Visit of Shri Pinarayi Vijayan, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Kerala to the UAE 
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The Kerala Chief Minister along with his accompanying delegation had met H.H. Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed Al Sharqi, 

UAE Supreme Council Member and Ruler of Fujairah, at Al Rumailah Palace. 

H.H. Sheikh Hamad welcomed Shri Pinarayi Vijayan and said that the visit would contribute towards enhancing cooperation 

between the UAE and Kerala in the best interest of the two sides. His Highness and Hon’ble Chief Minister discussed a number 

of issues related to ways to develop cooperation and ties between the two countries. They also exchanged views on a number 

of regional and international topics of mutual interest. 

Shri Vijayan conveyed thanks to H.H. Sheikh Hamad for the invitation, which mirrors the strong friendship and cooperation 

between the UAE and India while highlighting the attention given to the Indian community by the UAE's Government and 

people, especially citizens of Kerala. The meeting was attended by senior officials from both the sides. 

During the visit, Shri Vijayan and his accompanying delegation had also met H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 

Vice President, Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai. In the meeting, they discussed about sustaining the longstanding 

bonds between the UAE and India, in general, and Dubai and Kerala in particular. 

H.H. Sheikh Mohammed underlined the keenness of the leaderships of both countries to further enhance the bilateral relations. 

During the meeting, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed Al Maktoum received an official invitation from Chief Minister Shri Vijayan to 

visit Kerala. 

The meeting was attended by H.E. Reem Bint Ebrahim Al Hashimy, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister of State for 

International Cooperation; H.E. Ibrahim Al Shaibani, Director General, Dubai Ruler's Court; H.E. Khalifa Saeed Sulaiman, 

Director General, Dubai Protocol and Hospitality Department; H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE; Mr 

Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International; along with officials from both the sides. 

Shri Vijayan along with H.E. Sheikh Khalid bin Abdullah bin Sultan Al Qasimi, Chairman, Sharjah Ports and Customs 

Department, inaugurated the second edition of ‘Come on Kerala’ Business Conclave held at Sharjah Expo Centre from 14 to 

16
th
 February 2019. The three day event held under the patronage of H.H. Sheikh Sultan bin Muhammad bin Sultan Al Qasimi, 

Crown Prince and Deputy Ruler of Sharjah, was organised by Sharjah Chamber of Commerce and Industry in association with 

Gulf Madhyamam Group, to further strengthen trade and cultural ties between India and Gulf countries.  

At the business conclave, Hon’ble Chief Minister had an interactive discussion with a gathering of leading investors and business 

leaders from the UAE and apprised them of the strides made by Kerala, and made a strong pitch for investment in the state. 

The event was attended by Mr Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai; Mr P.K. Kunhalikutty, Indian parliamentarian; Mr 

Yusuff Ali, Chairman and Managing Director, Lulu Group International, etc. 

During the visit, Shri Vijayan also attended the two-day Loka Kerala Sabha (LKS) at Etisalat Academy in Dubai. The Chief 

Minister addressed over 15,000 Keralites in the UAE during a cultural festival. 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had participated in the fifth edition of ET Global Business Summit 2019 

held on 22 - 23
rd
 February 2019 in New Delhi. He was accompanied by Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC 

and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; Mr Shyam Kapur, Vice President, Sharaf Group; Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache 

of the UAE to India; and Mr Abdul Salam, Director General, UAE-India Business Council (UIBC). 

 

The Global Business Summit, is a flagship initiative of the Times Group that envisions to bring together visionaries, thought 

leaders, heads of state, policy makers, academicians and corporate heads cohesively driving a singular agenda for Scripting 

Economic Change, by connecting the building blocks of Economics for India and the Globe. The theme of this year’s summit 

was ‘Social, Sustainable & Scalable’. 

 

Shri Narendra Modi, Hon'ble Prime Minister of India was the Chief Guest at the summit and shared his views on the theme 

‘New Economy - New Rules’. 

 

Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf delivered a special address on “The UAE-Indian Economic Partnership towards wider 

prospects with a focus on Infrastructure Sector” at the event. 

 

On the sidelines of the Global Business Summit, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna and Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf had met 

Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Govt. of India. 

UAE Participation in ET Global Business Summit 2019 
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A delegation from the UAE had participated in the fifth edition of Bengal Global Business Summit (BGBS) 2019 held on 7 - 

8
th
 February 2019 at Biswa Bangla International Convention Center, Kolkata. The investment summit was inaugurated by 

Smt. Mamata Banerjee, Hon’ble Chief Minister of West Bengal and attracted major business tycoons from all over the country. 

The event witnessed the participation of over 5000 delegates including around 450 international delegates from around the 

globe, underling both the primacy of West Bengal as an attractive investment destination and a stable and progressive policy 

regime. The UAE participated in the event as a Partner Country. 

 

Welcoming investors from across the globe, Smt. Banerjee said that W. Bengal is the ideal destination for business as it is the 

gateway for not only the northeastern states but also to neighbouring Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan. She shared that “Bengal 

is a destination, from where you can invest, from where you get a ready market. I welcome the UAE-based DP World, who 

have signed a 74% equity to develop the until now stalled river port at Kulpi. The Group will develop the Kulpi port, work 

for which was stalled for the last seven year, by investing Rs 3,000 crore” she said. 

At the summit, the Dubai Multi Commodities Centre (DMCC) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with West 

Bengal Industrial Development Corporation (WBIDC) for facilitating trade between both the sides. The MoU was signed by 

Ms Feryal Ahmadi, Chief Operating Officer, DMCC and Ms Vandana Yadav, Managing Director, WBIDC. The MoU commits 

both parties to raise awareness around export promotion, facilitate trade, boost investment interaction and connect businesses 

from across geographies, sectors and industries. 

Ms Feryal Ahmadi said, "As we deepen our already strong partnership with the business community in India, DMCC takes 

pride in collaborating with WBIDC, and the state of West Bengal, to seek new ways to attract, facilitate and promote trade. 

As a result of our relationship with WBIDC, the initiatives outlined in this MoU serve as a launch pad for Indian businesses 

looking to grow in Dubai and beyond". 

"India is the UAE's second largest trading partner by volume. Both countries are making a concerted effort to strengthen 

commercial ties, create an environment that is even more welcoming to investment, removes unnecessary bureaucracy and 

opens the door for trade. By signing this MoU, we are delighted that DMCC and State of Bengal are clearly embracing this 

approach and one that will only serve to benefit both countries," said Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of the UAE in 

India. 

Ms Vandana Yadav noted, "There is a strong synergy between Dubai and the state of West Bengal. Looking ahead, there is a 

significant opportunity to strengthen ties, collaborate further and work even closer together to boost business activity and 

knowledge transfer. DMCC is a strong partner, and will help Dubai, India and West Bengal do precisely that. We look forward 

to working with the world’s leading Free Zone and meet the ambitious targets outlined in our MoU". 

On the sidelines of the summit, a UAE Country Session was organised in order to showcase the investment opportunities in 

the UAE and explore business linkages, partnerships and collaborations. 

Participation of UAE Delegation in Bengal Global Business Summit 2019 
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Consulate General of India in Dubai (CGI) in association with Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Dubai had 

organised a Seminar on "Delivering Good Governance - Indian Experience" on 1
st
 February 2019. The seminar witnessed 

the participation from all walks of life including Emirati businessmen, academia, professionals & large expatriate 

community. 

The seminar was addressed by Mr Vipul, Consul General of India in Dubai; Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, 

Chairman, UIBC and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group; and other dignitaries who shared their perspectives on the subject. 

Address by Maj Gen (Retd.)  Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group at a 

Seminar on “Delivering Good Governance - Indian Experience” 
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Major General Abdullah Al Sayed Al Hashemi, Assistant Under-Secretary, UAE Ministry of Defence, has led a high-level 

delegation from the UAE to participate in Aero India Show 2019 held in Bengaluru from 20 to 24
th
 February 2019. The UAE 

delegation comprised of dignitaries including H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India; Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, 

Commercial Attache of UAE to India and several other senior officials from the UAE Ministry of Defence. 

 

The 12
th
 biennial edition of International Aerospace and Defence Exhibition was inaugurated by Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman, 

Hon’ble Minister of Defence, Government of India. The UAE delegation attended the inaugural function and interacted with 

other dignitaries. Over 600 Indian Companies and 200 International Companies participated in the event. 

The event was attended by Shri HD Kumaraswamy, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka; Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Minister 

of Commerce & Industry and Civil Aviation, Govt. of India; Dr. Subhash Bhamre, Indian Minister of State for Defence; Shri 

D.V. Sadananda Gowda, Hon’ble Minister of Statistics and Programme Implementation, GoI; the three Service Chiefs of the 

Army, Navy and the Air Force; Mr Sanjay Mitra, Defence Secretary, GoI; Dr. Ajay Kumar, Secretary - Defence Production; 

delegates from several foreign countries, senior serving officers from the three Services, veterans, and senior executives from 

defence industry. 

During her inaugural address at the Aero India 2019, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman welcomed a host of Foreign Ministers and 

Deputy Ministers along with their delegations who were representing various countries from all around the world. She said 

that this edition of Aero India intended and endeavoured to put India on the Global map and intended metaphorically to be 

a “Runway to a billion opportunities”! 

In her remarks, Smt. Sitharaman made a strong pitch for ‘Make in India’ and referred to a slew of initiatives taken by the 

Government, including permitting 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Defence manufacturing, Defence Offset 

Policy 2016, Delicensing of Defence items, iDEX and the Defence Investor’s cell. She invited investors to capitalise on the 

ecosystem in aerospace and other sectors in India which offered a big market for Defence manufacturing. 

Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman further stated that the Government is committed to create an enabling environment for a domestic 

ecosystem of defence manufacturing, the results of which were already visible. She said, “With the policy initiatives and the 

procedural reforms, I am confident that India will emerge as a key player in the global defence arena. We will create an 

ecosystem in which there would be enhanced technological collaborations of the public as well as private sectors with the 

foreign Defence OEMs. Strategic partnerships will be forged with increased integration of skills, systems, technologies and 

manufacturing capabilities.” 

Major General Abdullah Al Sayed Al Hashemi along with H.E. Dr. Albanna and the accompanying delegation visited several 

pavilions at the Aero India Show, and looked at the exhibits put up by various Indian and International participants. 

 

Participation of UAE Delegation in Aero India Show 2019 
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February 2019: H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Shri H. D. Kumaraswamy, Hon’ble Chief 

Minister of Karnataka in Bengaluru to discuss means of cooperation to further strengthen the bilateral relations and to 

follow-up on the outcome of the visit of H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, UAE Cabinet Member and Minister 

of Foreign Affairs & International Cooperation. 

During the meeting, H.E. Dr. Albanna conveyed UAE’s interest in making investments in infrastructure development, 

establishment of food parks, low cost housing projects, etc. in Karnataka. 

Shri H. D. Kumaraswamy highlighted that the UAE’s investment in Karnataka has risen over the years in different areas 

such as agriculture, irrigation, renewable energy, innovation and technologies, automobiles, digital medicine etc. He 

informed that the state has been exporting flowers, vegetables and fruits to European countries and he looks forward to 

UAE’s investment in these areas too. 

The meeting was also attended by Mr Selvakumar S, Secretary to CM Karnataka; Mr Gaurav Gupta, Principal Secretary, 

Department of Industries and Commerce, Govt. of Karnataka; Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of the UAE to 

India; along with several other officials.  

  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Shri H D Kumaraswamy,  

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Karnataka 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had met Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf, Chairman, UIBC and 

Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group on 22
nd

 February 2019 in New Delhi. During the meeting, they discussed regarding the 

means & ways of strengthening the role of UAE-India Business Council (UIBC) and different activities to be organised by 

UIBC in collaboration with the UAE Embassy for promoting UAE-India bilateral trade & investment ties. 

They discussed a road map to strengthen the overall bilateral relationship between the UAE & India through different 

means & platforms. Also, it was discussed to showcase the linkages of business with tolerance through different activities 

and programmes with the help of industry stakeholders and partners.  

The meeting was also attended by Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of the UAE to India and Mr Abdul Salam, 

Director General, UAE-India Business Council (UIBC). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Maj Gen (Retd.) Sharafuddin Sharaf,  

Chairman, UIBC and Vice Chairman, Sharaf Group 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to India had participated in the fourth
 
edition of India Pharma 2019 held 

on 18-19
th
 February 2019 in Bengaluru. 

 

The event was addressed by Shri D. V. Sadananda Gowda, Hon'ble Minister of Chemicals & Fertilizers, Statistics and 

Programme Implementation; Shri Mansukh L. Mandaviya, Hon’ble Minister of State (Chemical & Fertilizers, Road 

Transport & Highways, Shipping); Shri KJ George, Hon’ble Minister for Large & Medium Scale Industries, Government 

of Karnataka; and other dignitaries. 

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India attended the inaugural session of India Pharma 2019 and interacted 

with the dignitaries. He was accompanied by Mr Ahmad Alfalahi, Commercial Attache of UAE to India. 

On the sidelines of the event, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna met some of the UAE companies participating in the event. 

 

  

Participation of UAE Delegation in India Pharma 2019 
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February 2019: Dubai Care delegation led by His Excellency Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai Cares (part of 

Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum Global Initiatives) visited India to witness the successful completion of its education 

program, launched in 2013 in partnership with Pratham. The education program focused on enhancing literacy and numeracy 

skills, as well as Early Childhood Education (ECE) services. In recognition of the successes and impact of this program, the visit 

also saw the launch of a new ECE program that aims to tackle the challenges and gaps in ECE in the country. 

Commenting on the successful completion of the first program, H.E. Al Gurg said, "I am glad to witness the success of Dubai 

Cares’ Literacy and Numeracy programme in India. The Government of India has been extremely attentive to communities 

that require education support; however, lack of resources required to deliver quality education to children still exists. We are 

proud that Dubai Cares has played a key role to bridge the gap in this area, in-line with the Government strategy. We are also 

pleased with the positive results the programme has achieved in general, and more specifically in terms of enhancing the 

learning levels among children at the ECE level. Pratham India has been an invaluable partner to us, and I am gratified by how 

many lives we were able to transform during that short period of time." 

During the visit, H.E. Tariq Al Gurg had met H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India, and explained about the 

Dubai Care projects. In the meeting, H.E. Dr. Albanna reviewed the programs of Dubai Cares in education & other 

development projects. While praising the Dubai Care development projects, H.E. Dr. Ahmed Al Banna, UAE Ambassador to 

India said, “We are proud of Dubai Cares’ efforts towards supporting education in India in partnership with Pratham. The 

success, which both organizations have achieved so far is commendable. These efforts support the UAE’s strategy for foreign 

aid, and help further strengthen the ties between the two countries. We wish them best of luck for their future endeavour and 

assure the embassy's support for this noble cause.” 

During the visit, H.E. Tariq Al Gurg and the accompanying delegation had a meeting with Dr. Sarvendra Vikram Bahadur 

Singh, Director, State Council of Educational Research and Training, Government of Uttar Pradesh in Lucknow and visited 

other program sites. The UAE delegation had also met Mr Manish Sisodia, Deputy Chief Minister and Education Minister, 

Govt. of Delhi in New Delhi. 

Visit of H.E. Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive Officer, Dubai Cares to India 
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H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India had a meeting with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary (ER), Ministry of 

External Affairs, Government of India on 26
th
 February 2019 in New Delhi.  

During the meeting, the two sides discussed bilateral relations between the UAE and India and ways to strengthen co-

operation and co-ordination. They also discussed about issues of mutual interest with reference to overall situation in 

the region. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE had met H.H. Sheikh Hazza bin Tahnoun Al Nahyan, Under-

Secretary, Court of the Ruler's Representative in Al Ain Region on 7
th
 February 2019. 

During the meeting, H.H. Sheikh Hazza welcomed the Indian Ambassador and admired the progressive ties between the 

UAE and India at various levels. They discussed bilateral relations between the two countries and ways to strengthen co-

operation and co-ordination. 

Meeting of H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE with H.H. Sheikh Hazza bin 

Tahnoun Al Nahyan, Under-Secretary, Court of the Ruler's Representative in Al Ain Region  

Meeting of H.E. Dr. Ahmed Albanna, UAE Ambassador to India with Mr T.S. Tirumurti, Secretary (ER), 

Ministry of External Affairs, GoI 
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H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE had a courtesy meeting with H.E. Eng. Ahmed Mohamed Sharif 

Al Khouri, Director General, Federal Transport Authority - Land & Maritime (FTA) on 19
th
 February 2019 in Abu Dhabi. 

H.E. Eng. Al Khouri welcomed the Indian diplomatic mission and reviewed the initiatives and pioneering projects carried 

out by the FTA within its regulatory and supervisory role in the land and maritime transport sector aimed at achieving 

the vision of good leadership that constitutes the roadmap for the FTA's strategy and ambitious initiatives. The meeting 

was also attended by Mr Vipul, Consul General of India and other senior officials from both the sides. 

During the meeting, bilateral talks were held focusing on increasing cooperation and coordination between the two 

nations, exchange of experiences in the land and sea sectors, benefiting from the best practices of the two sides and 

discussing a draft MoU on maritime transport which mainly focuses on boosting coordination between the two countries 

in the field of maritime safety and exchanging experiences in ship management, training and marine education etc. 

H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri praised the deeply rooted relations between the UAE and India, and the strong leadership of 

H.H. Sheikh Khalifa Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, President of the UAE, H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice 

President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, and H.H. Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Crown 

Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces. 

In the meeting, H.E. Eng. Al Khouri shared that the land and sea transport sector in the UAE is experiencing a qualitative 

leap and prosperity in line with the operational plans of the entities concerned with the infrastructure of land and sea 

transport. He also highlighted that the FTA is also seeking, through its strategic and operational plan, to play an active 

role in supporting the local concerned institutions; all in order to achieve the UAE Vision 2021, which translates the 

guidance of the UAE wise leadership in these two vital sectors. 

 

  

Meeting of H.E. Navdeep Singh Suri, Indian Ambassador to the UAE with H.E. Eng. Ahmed Mohamed 

Sharif Al Khouri, Director General, Federal Transport Authority - Land & Maritime (FTA) 
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Monthly News Wrap (February 2019) 

 

Ghaf tree chosen as the logo for UAE's 'Year of Tolerance' 

 Hindi becomes the third official language of Abu Dhabi’s 

Court 

 

The Ghaf, the UAE’s national tree has 

been chosen as the official logo for 

the ‘Year of Tolerance’. The logo will 

be used by all UAE Government, 

private and media entities in all 

campaigns, initiatives & programmes 

launched during 2019. Read More 

 

 

In a landmark development, Abu 

Dhabi announced Hindi as the third 

official language after Arabic and 

English to be used in its court. This 

step has been taken to improve 

access to the judicial system. Read 

More 

ENOC Group, Indian Oil Company announce alliance  Thomas Cook India picks 51% stake in Dubai imaging firm 

 

ENOC Group has announced a 

strategic alliance with Indian Oil 

Company (IOC) worth USD 63 

billion, in a joint effort to expand its 

global footprint while building on 

IOC's R&D infrastructure to mitigate 

future manufacturing challenges. 

Read More 

 

 

Thomas Cook India Group, the 

travel services group, has announced 

its acquisition of a 51 percent stake in 

Dubai based Digiphoto 

Entertainment Imaging (DEI) in a 

deal worth USD 40.6 million. Read 

More 

India's Tea Valley forays into ME region  Popular Indian snacks headed to Dubai in Choithrams deal 

 

Tea Valley, an Assam tea brand 

debuted at GulFood 2019 marking its 

foray into to the Middle East market 

with the world's widest ever range of 

tea blends for the international tea 

lovers, aimed at catering to a 

growing interest and trend towards 

specialty tea market in the region. 

Read More 

 

 

Middle East supermarket chain 

Choithrams is partnering up with 

India’s Future Consumer Limited 

(FCL) to bring popular Indian snacks 

to the UAE market for the first time, 

the company announced last month. 

Read More 

UAE's Tabreed signs Indian cooling deal, first outside Gulf  India's L&T wins EPC deal for UAE power project 

 

The National Central Cooling 

Company, Tabreed, has entered into 

a 30 year concession for a contracted 

cooling capacity of 20,000 

refrigeration tonnes (RTs) with 

Andhra Pradesh Capital Region 

Development Authority (APCRDA) 

to build, own, operate and transfer 

India’s first district cooling system in 

Amaravati. Read More 

 

 

L&T's power transmission and 

distribution (PT&D) business 

announced that it has secured a UAE 

Government order for the 

construction, supply, installation, 

testing, and commissioning of a 

132/11kV substation and associated 

works. Read More 

UAE eyeing further oil investments in India  Emirates airline to explore direct flights to Calicut in Kerala 

 

The UAE has announced that it is 

looking at investing more in refining 

and petrochemical projects in India, 

as well as pumping more crude oil 

into the latter's strategic petroleum 

reserves. Read More 

 

 

Emirates airline is exploring the 

possibility of starting its own direct 

flights to Kozhikode Calicut 

International airport in Kerala. 

Senior officials from Emirates will 

inspect the airport soon, according 

to an executive from Kozhikode 

Calicut International. Read More 

https://www.arabianbusiness.com/culture-society/412865-ghaf-tree-chosen-as-the-logo-for-uaes-year-of-tolerance
https://gulfnews.com/uae/education/hindi-becomes-abu-dhabi-labour-courts-third-official-language-1.61985699
https://gulfnews.com/uae/education/hindi-becomes-abu-dhabi-labour-courts-third-official-language-1.61985699
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/dubais-enoc-partners-with-ioc/article26322101.ece
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/corporate/thomas-cook-india-picks-51-stake-in-dubai-imaging-firm
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/corporate/thomas-cook-india-picks-51-stake-in-dubai-imaging-firm
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/indias-tea-valley-forays-into-me-region
http://gulftomorrow.com/popular-indian-bites-made-a-beeline-for-dubai-in-choithrams-stock/
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/energy/413195-uaes-tabreed-signs-indian-cooling-deal-first-outside-gulf
https://www.constructionweekonline.com/projects-tenders/169414-indias-bombay-bourse-listed-lt-wins-epc-deal-for-uae-power-project
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/energy/413028-uae-eyeing-further-oil-investments-in-india
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/transport/413604-emirates-airline-to-explore-direct-flights-to-calicut-in-kerala
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Indians among top foreign investors in Dubai property in 

2018 

 Abu Dhabi Investment Authority, Kotak to launch Special 

Situations Fund in India 

 

The Dubai real estate market 

continued to attract a strong inflow 

of foreign funds with Indians, British, 

Pakistanis and Jordanians accounting 

for nearly one-third of total 

investments during the first 11 months 

of 2018. Read More 

 

 

A wholly-owned subsidiary of the 

Abu Dhabi Investment Authority 

(ADIA) has partnered with Kotak 

Investment Advisors Limited to 

launch the Kotak Special Situations 

Fund, which will target a range of 

Non-Performing Loan (NPL) 

opportunities in India. Read More 

UAE funds said to be in fray for Indian investment firm deal 

 UAE quickly emerging as a preferred investment 

destination 

 

Investment Corporation of Dubai 

(ICD) and ADIA are among overseas 

funds which are in the fray to acquire 

India-based Reliance Capital’s stake 

in Reliance Nippon Life Asset 

Management Ltd, its joint venture 

with Japanese Nippon Life. Read 

More 

 

 

The UAE, with its pro-business 

environment, relatively diversified 

economy, excellent infrastructure 

and political stability, is quickly 

emerging as a preferred investment 

destination, renowned international 

investors Mr Laurence Fink and Mr 

Henry Kravis said. Read More 

H.E. Dr. Sultan Al Jaber transformed UAE-India energy 

relations into a strategic partnership 

 Indian Government drives big bang reforms in Oil & Gas 

Sector 

 

The tremendous contributions of 

H.E. Dr. Sultan Ahmad Al Jaber, UAE 

Minister of State and Group CEO, 

ADNOC, have helped transform the 

"buyer, seller" relationship between 

the UAE and India in the field of 

energy into a "truly strategic" 

partnership, said the Indian 

Ambassador to the UAE. Read More 

 

 

The Indian Government approved 

the Policy framework on reforms in 

exploration and licensing sector for 

enhancing domestic exploration and 

production of oil and gas. The 

decision signals a paradigm shift in 

the core goal of the Government, 

moving from revenue maximisation 

to production maximisation, with 

focus on exploration. Read More 

Foundation stone ceremony to be held for UAE's first 

Hindu temple 

 Dubai business optimism at highest since 2012, says 

Emirates NBD 

 

Thousands of worshippers from 

across the Middle East and beyond 

will turn out in celebration as the 

foundations are laid for the UAE’s 

first traditional Hindu stone temple. 

Read More 

 

 

The overall growth of Dubai’s non-

oil private sector picked up pace in 

January, with firms at their most 

optimistic about future growth 

prospects since 2012, according to 

new data from the Emirates NBD 

Dubai Economy Tracker Index. Read 

More 

Why logistics sees more tech-savvy startups in UAE 

 India to launch first 3 orbit mission with PSLV-C45 on 

March 21 

 

More startups are investing in the 

UAE's logistics market to meet the 

increasing demand created by the 

rapid rise in e-commerce service 

providers across the GCC, according 

to industry specialists. Read More 

 

 

India will launch the PSLV-C45 on 

21
st
 March which will put 30 

satellites, including one for electronic 

intelligence, in three different orbits. 

Read More 

https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/real-estate/indians-brits-pakistanis-top-foreign-investors-in-dubai-property-in-2018--
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/414347-abu-dhabi-investment-authority-starts-distressed-assets-fund-in-india
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/414047-uae-funds-said-to-be-in-fray-for-indian-investment-firm-deal
https://www.arabianbusiness.com/banking-finance/414047-uae-funds-said-to-be-in-fray-for-indian-investment-firm-deal
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/uae-quickly-emerging-as-a-preferred-investment-destination
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302739620
http://pib.nic.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1565604
https://gulfnews.com/uae/abu-dhabi-temples-foundation-stones-to-be-laid-on-april-20-1.1549862222154
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302738600
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302738600
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/business/local/why-logistics-sees-more-tech-savvy-startups-in-uae
http://wam.ae/en/details/1395302742072
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Major Upcoming Events 

14-16 March. 2019 
International Engineering Sourcing Show (IESS), Chennai 
View Details 

02-04 April. 2019 
International Apparel & Textile Fair, Dubai 
View Details 

07-11 April. 2019 
Culture Summit, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

08-10 April. 2019 
Annual Investment Meeting, Dubai 
View Details 

10-12 April. 2019 
IPHEX, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 
View Details 

24-30 April. 2019 
Abu Dhabi International Book Fair, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

28 April - 01 May. 2019 
Arabian Travel Market, Dubai 
View Details 

10-11 June. 2019 
Himachal Pradesh Global Investors ‘Meet’ 
View Details 

10-12 June. 2019 
Automechanika Dubai 
View Details 

06-10 October. 2019 
GITEX Technology Week, Dubai 
View Details 

29-31 October. 2019 
Gulfood Manufacturing, Dubai 
View Details 

01-04 November. 2019 
World Food India, New Delhi 
View Details 

11-14 November. 2019 
ADIPEC, Abu Dhabi 
View Details 

17-21 November. 2019 
Dubai Airshow 
View Details 

25-28 November. 2019 
The Big 5, Dubai 
View Details 

26-28 November. 2019 
CPHI India, Delhi NCR 
View Details 

27-30 January. 2020 
Arab Health, Dubai 
View Details 

https://www.iesshow.in/
http://internationalapparelandtextilefair.com/
https://www.culturesummitabudhabi.com/home/default.html
http://www.aimcongress.com/
https://iphex-india.com/
https://adbookfair.com/en/default.aspx
http://arabiantravelmarket.wtm.com/
http://himachalpr.gov.in/OnePressRelease.aspx?Language=1&ID=13276
https://www.automechanikadubai.com/frankfurt/51/for-exhibitors/welcome.aspx
https://www.gitex.com/
http://www.gulfoodmanufacturing.com/
https://www.worldfoodindia.in/
https://www.adipec.com/
https://www.dubaiairshow.aero/
https://www.thebig5.ae/
https://www.cphi.com/india/
https://www.arabhealthonline.com/en/Home.html


 


